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Objec&ves 	  	  
•  Par&cipants	  will:	  

–  Recognize	  the	  importance	  of	  their	  own	  
communica&on	  use	  and	  the	  impact	  of	  their	  
communica&on	  on	  the	  communica&on	  of	  their	  
students	  

–  Be>er	  understand	  the	  process	  that	  leads	  to	  prompt	  
dependency	  in	  nonverbal,	  low	  verbal,	  and	  “response	  
only”	  verbal	  students	  

–  Learn	  three	  specific	  strategies	  to	  facilitate	  
spontaneous,	  independent	  contribu&ons	  during	  
reciprocal	  communica&on	  with	  their	  students	  



Roles	  within	  Reciprocal	  
Communica&on	  

•  Ac&ve	  Listening	  
Focusing	  a>en&on,	  reading	  context,	  matching	  to	  previous	  experience,	  
understanding	  perspec&ve	  of	  Speaker	  
Intent	  of	  Listener-‐	  listening	  to	  understand	  not	  just	  reply	  

•  Ac&ve	  Speaking	  
Idea	  genera&on,	  message	  formula&on,	  ar&cula&on,	  central	  coherence,	  
monitoring	  listener,	  clarifying	  and	  repair	  of	  communica&on	  breakdown	  
Intent	  of	  Speaker-‐	  exchange	  of	  thoughts,	  observa=ons	  and	  ideas	  



	  
Communica&ve	  Intent	  

•  The	  purpose	  or	  meaning	  behind	  why	  people	  
are	  communica&ng	  with	  others	  

•  The	  “why”	  behind	  communica&on	  
•  People	  with	  Special	  Needs,	  especially	  Au&sm	  
Spectrum	  Disorders	  may	  have	  limited	  
communica&ve	  intent	  



	  
Communica&ve	  Intent	  in	  Children	  with	  Special	  Needs	  

•  Is	  impacted	  by	  the	  disability,	  especially	  in	  the	  case	  of	  au&sm	  
•  In	  the	  case	  of	  au&sm,	  the	  vast	  majority	  of	  communica&on	  

from	  the	  child	  is	  to	  have	  needs/wants	  met	  
•  The	  vast	  majority	  of	  what	  is	  SAID	  to	  these	  same	  children	  is	  in	  

an	  a>empt	  to	  get	  the	  child	  to	  respond,	  not	  allow	  the	  child	  to	  
generate	  their	  own	  input	  

•  Children	  with	  disabili&es	  may	  use	  “behaviors”	  to	  
communicate,	  we	  need	  to	  ac&vely	  listen	  to	  the	  behaviors	  and	  
scaffold	  



	  
Why?	  

As	  a	  Speaker,	  we	  expect	  and	  rely	  on	  feedback	  
from	  our	  Listener.	  	  So	  much	  so	  that	  when	  we	  do	  
not	  receive	  it,	  we	  will	  “make	  it	  easier”	  for	  the	  
child	  by	  using	  Ques&ons,	  Commands	  and	  
Prompts.	  



	  
What	  is	  the	  Goal?	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Though?ul,	  reciprocal	  communica=on.	  
	  
Why?	  
Cogni&on	  and	  communica&on	  are	  closely	  &ed	  
and	  we	  have	  higher	  hopes	  for	  all	  kids,	  etc	  



Recognize	  Your	  Intent	  

•  Keep	  the	  goal	  in	  mind,	  
•  	  become	  aware	  that	  what	  you	  say	  is	  
influencing	  the	  brain	  and	  	  

•  it	  is	  going	  to	  be	  especially	  hard	  when	  you	  
receive	  li>le	  feedback	  	  

•  Declara&ve	  vs	  Impera&ve	  
•  GeYng	  something	  vs	  crea&ng	  opportunity	  
•  Direc&ng	  vs	  Communica&ng/Collabora&ng	  



	  
Direc&ve	  Communica&on	  

•  Ques&ons	  with	  definite	  answers	  
•  Commands	  with	  ac&ons	  that	  can	  be	  deemed	  	  
“right	  or	  wrong”	  

•  Prompts	  or	  	  
fill	  in	  the	  blank	  statements	  	  

•  All	  require	  minimal	  thought	  and	  input	  from	  the	  
Listener	  

•  All	  have	  the	  intent	  of	  GETTING	  the	  child	  to	  respond	  



	  
Experience	  Sharing	  Communica&on	  

•  Early	  communica&on	  func&ons	  that	  are	  non-‐
direc&ve	  are	  things	  like:	  

•  -‐making	  actual	  choices	  
•  -‐expressing	  opinions	  
•  -‐calling	  for	  a>en&on	  
•  -‐No&cing	  things	  	  
•  -‐commen&ng	  



Take	  an	  assessment	  of	  YOUR	  
communica&on	  

•  What	  is	  the	  child	  doing?	  
•  What	  are	  YOU	  doing	  
•  How	  is	  your	  language	  impac&ng	  the	  child’s	  
opportunity	  to	  grow	  as	  a	  reciprocal	  
communicator	  



Systema&c	  Opportuni&es	  	  
•  Must	  have	  systema&c	  opportuni&es	  for	  
STUDENTS	  to	  make	  progress	  as	  thinkers	  

•  How	  to	  think	  vs	  How	  to	  know	  



Strategy	  #1	  	  	  
•  Iden&fy	  a	  &me	  frame	  or	  a	  specific	  ac&vity	  
where	  you	  will	  prac&ce	  crea&ng	  thinking	  and	  
sharing	  opportuni&es	  for	  your	  students	  

•  What	  percentage	  of	  the	  child’s	  day	  can	  be	  
devoted	  to	  thinking	  opportuni&es?	  	  



Strategy	  #2	  
•  During	  your	  specified	  &me	  period,	  reduce	  
your	  ques&ons	  to	  less	  than	  20%	  (1/2?	  Less	  
than	  5?).	  

•  By	  asking	  a	  ques&on,	  you	  ONLY	  provide	  an	  
opportunity	  for	  your	  students	  to	  RESPOND.	  	  	  

•  Comment,	  think	  out	  loud,	  invite,	  no&ce,	  share,	  
expand,	  make	  real	  decisions	  



Strategy	  #3	  
•  STOP	  TALKING!	  
•  Give	  your	  students	  &me	  to	  think,	  organize	  
themselves	  and	  make	  a	  contribu&on.	  

•  Pause	  for	  a	  minimum	  of	  5	  seconds	  before	  
scaffolding,	  repea&ng,	  or	  rephrasing.	  

•  Use	  the	  “an&cipatory	  gaze”	  
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